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When buying waterlilies, most new pond and water
garden owners look for a red, or white (or whatever
colour) lily that is dwarf, small, medium or large, hardy
or tropical. Choice often goes no further than this. In
other words, most people tend to go for growing,
hardiness and blooming characteristics, rather than
specific variety.

However, as experience and interest develop, there is
often a trend towards wanting to know more about specific
waterlilies and towards buying specific types of lily. In
a way, this resembles koi keeping in that beginners tend
to go for colourful, healthy koi, irrespective of variety,
moving on to the specific varieties themselves, or even,
‘varieties of varieties’, e.g. different types of kohaku, or
showa, as their experience and interest in koi keeping
grow.

Conscious of this ever-greater specialisation, added to
the desire among certain consumers for detailed
information and guarantees regarding cultivars and
hybrids, Water Gardeners International (WGI), launched
in January 2006, hosts (via its website) ‘Truly Named’,
which it refers to as a “truth-in-labelling program joined
voluntarily by waterlily growers, wholesalers and retailers
among WGI members committed to providing the
consumer with plants true to their labelled name.”

The ‘Truly Named’ programme offers two levels of
involvement:
Participating Members – these provide a guarantee
that any named waterlily hybrids which they offer are
grown only by vegetative means, thus ensuring that every
plant is identical in characteristics. In the case of unnamed
hybrids, these are offered for sale as ‘unnamed’ or grouped
by colour, the latter grouping thus ensuring that a lily
bought as being of a certain colour is, indeed, that colour
when it blooms.

Certifying Members – these members take matters
a stage further by pledging that “specific cultivars are
true to name.” Such members are required to submit a
list of cultivars to WGI, which they certify by sending a
picture of each cultivar. In the absence
of a suitable picture, detailed information
regarding the “provenance”, i.e. the
source or origin of the cultivar in
question, may be accepted. Certifying
Members do not have to be so for all
the varieties of lilies they sell, i.e. they
can choose which hybrids to certify.

Hybrids which meet the requirements
of either of the above may be labelled
in catalogues and websites as ‘Truly
Named WGI ©’; certified hybrids may,
additionally, carry the label ‘Truly Named
WGI © Certified’.

Although WGI is based in Cocoa Beach, Florida, its
membership, currently running at nearly 1,500, is
worldwide. Among these are, to quote the ‘About WGI’
page: “Leading scientists, horticulturists, historians, and
veteran water gardeners”, with the society acting as “the
central location for water gardeners seeking information
on botanic and public gardens, clubs and societies,
research, relevant publications, and the most extensive
library of water gardening articles and images on the
Internet.”

As would be expected, some of the world’s leading
waterlily growers belong to WGI, and eighteen of these
are already listed in the Directory of Participating
Members. Most are, again, as expected, US-based, but
there are also two Asian growers: a Malaysian company
(Mohd Helmi Daud, from KL) and a South Korean
company (The Waterlily & Lotus Nursery, from Gyenggi-
do), an Israeli company, an Australian company and two
UK companies. However, no Asian companies are, as
yet, represented among the Certifying Members.

In a direct message to consumers, WGI asks: “Would
you be happy if you received a garment in the wrong
colour or size? No! You’d take action! You would return
it and, at the least, you’d expect an apologetic attitude
together with a prompt exchange or refund. If a seller
made errors repeatedly, would you continue to buy there?
Why should it be any different with your waterlily
supplier?”

Clearly, the ‘Truly Named’ programme is seen as a way
of avoiding such situations and improving standards,
both for the consumer, as well as the trade itself. It’s still
relatively early days for WGI and its programme, but, in
due course, it could develop into the waterlily sector
equivalent of the Marine Aquarium Council’s certification
standards and programmes for ornamental marine fish
and invertebrates.

Full details of Water Gardeners International (WGI) and
the ‘Truly Named’  programme are available via the WGI
website: www.watergardenersinternational.org
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Night-blooming tropical waterlily…but which
one? The WGI’s ‘Truly Named’ programme aims

to provide such details.

This hardy waterlily could be one of several hybrids, most probably ‘Attraction’.Pictures by John Dawes


